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    Abstract

History has assumed more importance over the last decade for landscape architects, whether as scholars, teachers, or designers. Our standard history courses mirror the state of our curriculum, our discipline, and our profession: less about more, with little focus. The author comments on the role of history in our profession compared to others, offers some cautionary commandments for any teaching of our history, and suggests basic principles about form and meaning, change and continuity, and the universal and the local. He concludes by offering three alternative directions for a basic history course, appropriate for the three differing roles of form giver, professional imbedded in society, and manager of change.
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