
    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  
      


    
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts
	ASLA Research Grant



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  	Other Publications	UWP
	Ecological Restoration
	Land Economics
	Native Plants Journal





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Landscape Journal]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
                
    
      	Other Publications	UWP
	Ecological Restoration
	Land Economics
	Native Plants Journal




    

  


  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Landscape Journal]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts
	ASLA Research Grant


    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow uwp on Twitter
	 Visit uwp on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research Article

  
      

  
      Walls and Gates: A Latin Perspective
  
    	William J. Siembieda

  
    	Landscape Journal,  September 1996,  15 (2) 113-122; DOI: https://doi.org/10.3368/lj.15.2.113 

  
  
  


William J. Siembieda 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract

For almost five centuries walls and gates have formed a major part of Latin America's vernacular architecture. They serve to separate the public from the private, the home from the street, and the secular from the spiritual. Influenced by the Iberian principles of city planning and evolution of the patio house type, walls and gates respond to the historic and modern traditions of family, culture, and social class. As design elements, builders have adapted them through using new materials, technologies, and urban design approaches. In their many contemporary variations, they continue an urban tradition of strong and distinct street facades, with the threshold between the public and private space clearly defned. Through the use of walls and gates, Latin America demonstrates how culture expresses itself in the built environment.
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