
Editors’ Introduction

T he five articles in this

issue present a cross sec-
tion of the diversity of landscape
scholarship addressing complex
issues confronting us. The research
methods presented here vary: obser-
vation and description, history and
design process, behavioral studies,
legal study, the collection and analysis
of empirical data, and design propos-
als based on research findings. Land-
scape architecture continues to refine
its techniques and grapple with criti-
cal and fundamental questions of the-
ory and practice. We should not lose
sight of the fact, however, that each of
these methods and techniques offers
insight into the complexity of land-
scape. Equally critical is how ideas

are communicated through clear and
evocative prose and graphic imagery.

The first three articles all deal
with aspects of Hispanic design. In
their diverse methods, but overlap-
ping topics, they provide different
windows into the complexities of cul-
tural understanding. Michael Mar-
tin’s look at the back alley ("Back-
alley as Community Landscape") and
Arlene Kwasniak’s article on the legal
landscape ("A Framework for How
Laws and Legal Policies Shape Land-
scapes") both recognize the multiple
scales of landscape investigation.

With this issue we would like to
welcome Donna Erickson to the Land-
scape Journal staff as Book Review Co-
Editor. Donna is Associate Professor
of Landscape Architecture in the
School of Natural Resources and
Environment at the University of
Michigan. Among Donna’s many

interests is a passionate concern for
the written word. In a recent article
based on her teaching experience:
"Deserving a Wider Audience: An
Interactive Process for Graduate Stu-
dent Writing in Landscape Architec-
ture and Planning," she notes a com-
mon experience for many educators.
Students often do superb research
work which is deserving of a wider
audience. Faculty, who are familiar
with how to achieve that audience,
need to share that experience with
students and encourage the dissemi-
nation of exemplary work to the
widest possible audience. We look for-
ward to Donna’s critical contribution
to the growth and development of
Landscape Journal.
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