
    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  
      


    
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts
	ASLA Research Grant



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  	Other Publications	UWP
	Ecological Restoration
	Land Economics
	Native Plants Journal





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Landscape Journal]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
                
    
      	Other Publications	UWP
	Ecological Restoration
	Land Economics
	Native Plants Journal




    

  


  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Landscape Journal]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts
	ASLA Research Grant


    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow uwp on Twitter
	 Visit uwp on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleTheme Articles

  
      

  
      Dialogue through Design: The East St. Louis Neighborhood Design Workshop and South End Neighborhood Plan
  
    	Laura Lawson

  
    	Landscape Journal,  September 2005,  24 (2) 157-171; DOI: https://doi.org/10.3368/lj.24.2.157 

  
  
  


Laura Lawson 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract
This article reflects on cross-cultural learning in the context of the University of Illinois’ East St. Louis Neighborhood Design Workshop and its two-year engagement with the South End New Development Organization to develop a neighborhood plan. Initial descriptions of East St. Louis and the student body suggest the cultural and experiential hurdles to be overcome through engagement techniques. In light of service-learning and participatory design theory and methodology, the design studio provides an opportunity to advance cultural competence through a reflective, interactive design process. Acknowledging that cultural differences between students and residents was initially affecting the ability to produce a useful plan, the faculty revised the course to incorporate new approaches to design and discussion, including quick-paced scenario charrettes and development of alternative neighborhood visions. The ensuing discussions helped community members and students develop a clearer vision of what the residents wanted for their neighborhood’s future, which the students could then develop into a plan and related design proposals. The essay concludes with reflections on the meaning of cross-cultural dialogue for landscape architecture education and practice.
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