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Regardless of scale, we must remind ourselves that 
the imperative of aesthetics is our constant and unique 
responsibility. Beauty, too, is part of sustainability.

Discourse relating to sustainability in landscape 
design and planning is both local and global, and the 
international challenge creates an opportunity to open 
this conversation to the world. If we can meet this chal-
lenge well, our readership will expand.

Sensing the impact on landscape architecture of 
these broader ecological and cultural urgencies, we re-
commit to the stewardship of the discursive openness 
toward and timely management of critical academic in-
quiry that is singularly the charge with Landscape Jour-
nal. At the same time, we sense the several signifi cant 
aspects of this particular moment in landscape archi-
tecture and the life of the Journal that give operational 
direction to this commitment.

The fi rst, and perhaps most obvious, aspect is the 
traditional but now pointed challenge of reconcilia-
tion across academic and professional discourse. One 
approach to coming together is to focus on emerging 
issues that can forge new syntheses across academia 
and the profession. In the promotion of discussion and 
criticism of the explosion of inter- and transdisciplinary 
work, for example, we must forge connections across 
the boundaries of the multiple disciplines that produce 
research and scholarship pertinent to built work, plan-
ning, and management. While language, epistemology, 
and standards of research and scholarship create (won-
derful) tensions across disciplines and cultures, the 
Journal must continue its focus on issues germane to 
the design, planning, and management of land.

Challenges swarm around the relative infrequency 
of Landscape Journal’s publication. Semiannual pub-
lication threatens lively and engaged discourse as 
emerging issues in the freshest of articles are sometimes 
sidetracked or even lost. Special numbers of the Journal 
have brought critical mass to signifi cant issues such as 
the role of ecology in making a revelatory landscape 
and metropolitan regions. Balancing the frequency of 
their appearance with the Journal’s critical role as a 

SUSTAINING THE LANDSCAPE JOURNAL

Since 1982, Landscape Journal has presented an or-
ganization of knowledge within and at the bound-

aries of landscape architecture. This organization is 
broadly represented by its three general formats: in 
open, special, and focused editions, it has preserved 
continuity with past and existing strands of scholarly 
development, and it has recontoured discourse on 
new issues with experimental epistemologies and ap-
proaches. We appreciate previous editorial teams for 
establishing the breadth and quality of discourse that 
has become the mainstay of the Journal. Continuity of 
these purposes and standards as well as of this organi-
zation, of the Journal, and of peer review by members of 
the editorial board, subject- area experts, and rank- and-
 fi le CELA members lies at the foundation of our design 
for the future.

Nevertheless, the imperatives of this moment in 
the landscape, and in landscape architecture, clearly 
point to change. Sustainability, the elusive and broad-
 spectrum imperative of this century, requires general 
and unique approaches to the integration of knowledge 
about the design of and on the land. Among the most 
important disciplines of the new century, landscape ar-
chitecture is uniquely positioned to offer a promise of 
reconciling science, technology, and aesthetics in the 
design, planning, and management of land in the di-
verse programs and settings that characterize the 21st-
 century landscape.

At the scale of cities and regions, the defi nition 
and manifestation of the concept of multifunctional 
landscapes, for example, require the integration of 
 problem-  and site- specifi c work by diverse academics 
and professionals. Landscape architects, architects, and 
planners must learn to work (better) together, and they 
must learn the research and practice languages of ecol-
ogists, epidemiologists, agriculture specialists, econo-
mists, sociologists, and engineers. At the site scale, a 
clientele in new landscapes of accelerated and massive 
change positions designers to integrate performance 
across a range of landscape criteria and programs.
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publication of the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture of providing venues for academics in need 
of peer review for promotion is often challenging. While 
peer review may circumscribe readership to academe 
as the only true double- blind, peer- reviewed journal for 
a North American, Australian, and New Zealand profes-
sorate, the Journal must maintain its role as a showcase 
of peer- reviewed scholarship and research by members 
of the landscape architectural community.

Until now, another major challenge of infrequent 
publication has been indexing. Recently, the Journal 
has been indexed by Elsevier Scopus. The breadth of 
the discipline served by Scopus suggests that this index 
is fi tted exactly to Landscape Journal, and we wish to 
commend Prof. Elen Deming, our immediate predeces-
sor, and Pamela Wilson, University of Wisconsin Press 
Journals Division, for making this possible.

Still, as the discipline and profession enlarge in size 
and scope, it seems possible, even desirable, to con-
sider moving Landscape Journal to three, perhaps four, 
numbers a year. Cost challenges exist on all sides of this 
proposition. Declining library subscription budgets 
provide a limit to all journals, print and digital. On the 
production side, university press- based print journals 
such as ours are especially challenged by printing and 
distribution costs. We remain committed to the rigor, 
scholarly infrastructure, and operational fl exibility of 
the University of Wisconsin Press. This said, we are pre-
paring for the possible reality that virtual publishing is 
the only future for academic journals.

G E N I U S  L O C I : THE LANDSCAPE JOURNAL/CELA 
CONNECTION

In part to address challenges to international breadth, 
timeliness, and readership, we aim to moderate current 
discourse on emerging issues via discussion sessions at 
CELA Annual Meetings and an edited blog, the working 
title of which is genius loci . We propose the blog be 
an edited, expert- editorial- panel- informed, but non-
 peer- reviewed, portion of the Journal operation that 

also brings to print the best- of- the- best of these emerg-
ing  issues as items / projects / discussions. We propose 
to connect the edited blog via annual, focused, expert-
 editorial- panel- hosted discussion sessions around 
emerging issues. These two principal capture points will 
feed the development of articles—both in the blog and 
in a new emergent landscape section of the Journal.

A side benefi t of this more interactive approach 
will be the development not only of articles but also 
of the discipline, of its connections to the profession 
and clients / patrons, and perhaps most importantly 
of the mentoring of new authors. Furthermore, the 
Journal will gain exposure with its on- line counter-
part, and the blog will be fueled by its connection to 
the print version, growing both readership and paths 
to  authorship. 

THE LANDSCAPE JOURNAL AND THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF FACULTY

Finally, we are mindful of the timing of our editorship. 
When we stood before the assembled CELA member-
ship in January 2009, the sight of so many senior fac-
ulty members in that session was sobering. During 
our seven- year term, many of the professors who have 
guided the growth and development of our fi eld will be 
eligible for retirement. We will be counting on the se-
nior professorate, through continued article reviews for 
the Journal, participation on CELA discussion panels, 
and service on genius loci  expert- editorial- advisory 
panels, to be closely involved in the mentorship and ad-
vancement of the next generation of faculty for which 
the stewardship of Landscape Journal plays a unique 
and central role. We know that the processes of new 
author engagement—for the blog, the expert editorial 
panels, and CELA sessions around each of the emerg-
ing issues—must be integrated into the core goal of 
bringing peer- reviewed work to press. Landscape Jour-
nal must maintain its central role in mentoring and 
developing a core of 21st century authors in landscape 
architecture. The best of peer- reviewed work across the 
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Dee raises alternatives to a too- virtual educational ex-
perience and to teaching that encourages text to sup-
plant form.

Amanda Shoaf Vincent, Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, interprets the intentions of the designers of Parc de 
Bercy against the backdrop of the Paris in the 1980s and 
1990s. Her nuanced interpretation of ruin and allegory 
in garden design theory and in the design and recep-
tion of the park illuminates both the parti of the park 
and cultural history of the city. Vincent’s description of 
the spatial and fi gural arrangement of historic elements 
and references in the park enlists the 18th- century En-
glish theoreticians of emblem and expression and of the 
Picturesque. She structures her linkage of these ideas of 
the presence of the past, and differentiation from them, 
by reference to the writings of Walter Benjamin. In all 
she offers a revealing narrative on the contemporary 
values of memory, present in an expressive formal al-
legory that is, in her treatment, a central armature of the 
Parc de Bercy.

Paul Gobster, U.S. Forest Service Northern Research 
Station, Joan Iverson Nassauer, University of Michigan, 
and Daniel Nadenicek, University of Georgia, examine 
the content of the Journal over the last 25 years using a 
variety of citation analysis tools, manual searches of the 
journal, and interviews. They critique the performance 
of the Journal relative to the accomplishment of fi ve 
strategic goals established by the Council of Educators 
in Landscape Architecture (CELA). The authors offer 
suggestions for moving the journal beyond the creation 
of knowledge by landscape architects for landscape ar-
chitects and toward greater participation in the broader 
community of scholars and practitioners concerned 
with the design, planning, and management of land.

The declining economic environment, concerns 
about food security, and an increased interest in lo-
cally and homegrown food has prompted a resurgence 
of interest in community gardens as part of the urban 
landscape. Through literature review and a series of in-
 depth interviews, Lee- Anne S. Milburn, University of 
Nevada- Las Vegas, and Brooke Adams Vail, Integrated 

widening spectrum of this fi eld is our core commit-
ment, and we will give it our best effort.

ABOUT THIS ISSUE

We are pleased to present in this fi rst issue produced 
solely under our direction a collection of articles re-
fl ecting the diversity of inquiry we hope to sustain. In 
a sense, we bracket two artistic / humanist interpreta-
tions of landscape design with a paper that examines 
the application of scientifi c concepts to landscape ar-
chitecture and another that offers a critical appraisal of 
the ability of the Journal to meet its strategic goals as 
formulated by the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA). We conclude with an outline for 
assessing community gardens in the urban landscape.

In the fi rst entry, Susan Herrington, University of 
British Columbia, examines the contributions of one 
of landscape architecture’s 20th- century North Ameri-
can icons, Ian McHarg, toward integrating scientifi c 
thinking into the design and planning of land. Through 
a critical analysis of McHarg’s many publications, pro-
fessional documents and public addresses, Herrington 
examines his unwavering beliefs that science links de-
sign to nature and that use of an overlay mapping system 
accurately reveals this connection. She calls McHarg’s 
“scientifi c reasoning” into question in his unabashed 
admiration of the English landscape garden as a model 
of designing with nature, his failure to address limita-
tions inherent in the act of mapping, and his dated in-
terpretations of evolutionary and ecological theory.

Catherine Dee, University of Sheffi eld, offers a 
manifesto on principles and practices used in the edu-
cation of landscape designers. Her essay draws from the 
thinking and design approaches of past and present in 
a framework arguing for reform of current educational 
approaches. Among the foci of Dee’s approach to the 
making of form is a plea for the close observation of 
sites, a practice seemingly jeopardized by the explosion 
of visual data sources. In her argument for precision 
and direct experience with plants, soil and materiality, 
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Editor’s Introduction vii

and their surrounding communities; organizing and 
operating the garden in a manner that responds to a 
community’s social, economic and physical needs; and 
attending to appropriate design considerations.

LN  DP

Site Design in Seattle, Washington, examine  factors 
affecting the development and administration of suc-
cessful community garden programs in small-  to 
medium- sized cities in the United States. They articu-
late the “seeds of success” as securing long- term land 
tenure; sustaining interest and support of gardeners 

by
 g

ue
st

 o
n 

A
pr

il 
19

, 2
02

4.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 2
01

0
D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 



by
 g

ue
st

 o
n 

A
pr

il 
19

, 2
02

4.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 2
01

0
D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (HighWire distiller settings, web optimized.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




